
City of Greenfield, Massachusetts 

Sustainable Greenfield Implementation Committee (SGIC)  

Remote Meeting via Zoom 

Minutes 

Thursday 3/25/2021, 5:00-6:30pm 

Attending:  Nancy Hazard, George Touloumtzis, Carole Collins, Phil Elmer, Marlo Warner, Jacob Frank, MJ 

Adams, Tara Kurland, Hannah Rechtschaffen Absent: Mike Pattavina, Jay Lord Clerk: Laurie DiDonato 

Guests: Lindsay Rowe, Peg Barringer (Finepoint Associates), Revan Schendler (Compost Cooperative) 

5:02 pm George called meeting to order 
 
Introductions/Updates 
 
Phil Elmer, City Council representative  

 River vision Charrette (2007) – he loves it and would like to see it executed! Cities that have rivers 
running through them have huge draw! 

 Council approved Jacob Frank, youth representative, to a 2-year spot on SGIC 
Jacob Frank, Youth representative, GHS senior 

 Excited that Wild Roots eatery is coming to Greenfield where Antonio’s was. He will be working there 
this summer 

Marlo Warner, DPW director, fills DPW seat  

 Sewage dewatering project moving forward. ”We are 50% there”.  #1 memo looks good. #2 memo 
will give DPW more details on the #’s – cost, capacity, output etc. 

 Getting Parks ready for spring opening – weather in their favor 

 Temp Fire Station on Hope St.-April 1 will start working on utilities for that project 
MJ Adams, Dir. Community & Economic Development, fills the Dept. of Planning & Development seat 

 Outdoor dining – Wild Roots interested, as are most restaurants that offered it last summer! 

 LRRP (Local Rapid Recovery Program) plans to hold a public input meeting in late May. She would like 
to see SGIC host that as our next “community gathering.” 

Carole Collins, Dir. Energy & Sustainability  

 Excited about Fiske Ave Park moving forward  
o North end (Main St) – Bee sculpture + bike repair location will be placed 
o Wild Roots is positioned right next to the Fiske Ave Park! 

 IDEA- SGIC meeting held outdoors at Pavilion at Green River Swimming Area 
Hannah Rechtschaffen, At Large member, and SGIC chair  

 Wild Roots – excited! They are also into music! 
Nancy Hazard, At Large member  

 Excited about Bee sculptures being unveiled May 22! Greening Greenfield is a sponsor of one.  
Lindsay Rowe, guest, Community Development Administrator  

 Finalizing “shared streets” plans – there will be action on Court Square! 
George Touloumtzis, Planning Board representative  

 City Council passed Planning Board recommendation to change zoning  map and ordinance – the 
change will balance the protection of farmland while supporting economic development  

 Planning Board heard great report from the Greenfield Tree Committee 

 FRTA Access program – extends bus service to weekends for first time in a decade. FRTA aims to use 
this pilot program to keep weekend service and expand service in general 



Revan Schendler, guest from The Compost Cooperative 

 Greenfield residents generate 2000 tons of food waste every year. Wondered if Greenfield could hold 
a pilot project that offers all residents compost collection services, that would help the City achieve its 
goals of reducing climate change emissions, and support jobs for those recently released from jail. 

 
Approval of February Meeting Minutes 
Nancy made a motion to accept the minutes with a minor edit. The motion was seconded by Phil and was 
passed by the Committee. George abstained from the vote.    
 
Peg Barringer presentation: 
Peg Barringer discussed the Local Rapid Recovery Program (LRRP) Downtown business report and asked for 
help from the committee on a survey of Downtown.  Business surveys and baseline data collections (vehicle 
and pedestrian traffic, parking spaces, # of businesses, etc.) are underway.  Results will be back in early to 
mid-May and a diagnostic will be performed to identify projects and compare Greenfield to communities 
across the state.  In late May there will be a community forum to present the results.  Project development 
will continue into July when a comprehensive plan with a collection of project recommendations will be 
completed. 
 
Part of the data collection includes a physical environment survey of the Downtown.  Peg is hoping the SGIC 
will help by walking the downtown and scoring different aspects of it. In teams of 2 and 3, members should 
walk the commercial district and provide scores, comments, and photos to submit online.  Assessment will 
include grades on several aspects of both the public realm (sidewalks, access, safety), and the private realm 
(façade, signage, lighting).  They also want comments on opportunity sites, conditions of vacant lots or 
buildings, and photos in several categories.  Instructions are provided in a handout.  The Downtown area was 
defined as Federal Street starting at the Shelburne Coffee Roasters across Main Street and down Bank Row, 
and Main Street from the Post Office to Swift Cleaners.  The assessment needs to be submitted by April 10th.  
Grades and photos can be submitted on this website: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GOSGIC   
Committee members can let Hannah know about the make-up of teams for downtown assessment. 
 
Carole asked if this work should inform the Main street project being undertaken by the DPW.  Marlo clarified 
that project is only a curb to curb project, and does not include the sidewalk area, although they are studying 
bus stops.  It is also a couple years down the road, so they will be able to use this information if appropriate.   
With stimulus funds on the horizon, it was noted that the Main Street project should plan to include more 
than curb to curb and this survey will be a useful resource for such plans.  Peg noted that projects already in 
place should be included in the LRRP plan to help with funding sources.   
 
Future Meeting guests/Community gathering- 
Phil recommended John Passiglia, a proponent of a Green River urban park.  There was work towards this 
park in 2007 that has resurfaced and people are getting excited about it again. Materials with details may be 
available in the Planning Department.  MJ will try to get these to committee members.  Nancy mentioned 
that FRCOG has funding for a pollinator corridor that could impact some of that area and thus support this 
project. John is chair of the Historical Commission and it was a suggested that we expand the conversation to 
other topics if he comes to the meeting.  Hannah will check in with him to see if he has other topics f interest. 
The Meridian Street Dam is a possible topic, as the Mayor wants to take it down, but the Historical 
Commission wants to keep it.  
 
There was discussion about having a Community forum in May to present the findings of the LRRP study 
during the SGIC May meeting.  This will be included on next month’s agenda. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GOSGIC


Other ideas for future meetings included a presentation from the Tree committee, and a series of DPW 
updates with Marlo every other month.   
 
Next Meeting – April 22, 5:00-6:30 pm via Zoom. 
 
MJ made a motion to adjourn, Phil seconded, and motion was approved unanimously. 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:29 pm. 
 

 

 


